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SUBJECT: SOVIET/PRC RELATIONS 

1. FROM TIME TO TIME I HAVE BEEN SEEING ANATOLIJ GROMYKO, 
THE SON OF THE SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER, WHO IS A MINISTER- 
COUNSELOR IN THEIR EMBASSY IN EAST BERLIN. HE TOLD ME ONCE 
THAT HIS MANDATE IS TO THINK ABOUT POLICY BEYOND THE 
BILATERAL SOVIET-GDR CONTEXT. 

2. ON OCTOBER 24 WE HAD LUNCH AT MY HOME, AND IT WAS CLEAR 
THAT GROMYKO HAD A MESSAGE HE WANTED ME TO PASS ALONG. 
THE SUBJECT WAS PRESIDENT FORD'S PENDING VISIT TO CHINA, 
WHICH GROMYKO SAID IS PLANNED FOR DECEMBER. 

3. GROMYKO ASKED WHAT OUR IMPRESSIONS OF THE SECRETARY'S 
RECENT TRIP WERE. I REPLIED THAT SUCH MATTERS WERE 
OUTSIDE MY KEN, BUT I DID DRAW ON THE GUIDANCE CONTAINED 
IN STATE 252253. GROMYKO THEN SAID HE WISHED TO EXPRESS 
HIS OWN VIEWS, "AND THE VIEWS OF OTHERS WITH WHOM I TALK." 

4. IN ESSENCE, HE WAS CONCERNED THAT THE PRESIDENT, 

DURING THE COURSE OF HIS VISIT TO CHINA, MIGHT BECOME 
ASSOCIATED WITH CHINESE CRITICISM OF DETENTE. GROMYKO 
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AT ALL" IN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE CHINESE FOR CRITICISM 
OF DETENTE OR, BY IMPLICATION, OF US/SOVIET RELATIONS. 

ON THE CONTRARY, THE PRESIDENT SHOULD "ACTIVELY DEFEND" 
THE POLICY OF DETENTE PUBLICLY AND IN PRIVATE SESSIONS 
WITH THE CHINESE LEADERSHIP. HE DESCRIBED MAO AS A 
DICTATOR, AND THE PRC REGIME AS MOVING INTO A NEW INTER- 
NATIONAL PHASE OF ACTIVELY STIMULATING DISCORD BETWEEN 
THE US AND THE SOVIET UNION. 

5. GROMYKO ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SOVIET/CHINESE RELATIONS 
ARE "VERY STRAINED." HE SAID, WITH REGARD TO THE COMMON 
BORDER, THAT CHINESE DEMANDS THAT SOVIET FORCES BE 
REDUCED OR WITHDRAWN MAKE NO SENSE AS "ONE HAS TO 
GUARD ONE'S FRONTIERS." GROMYKO SAID THE SOVIETS REMAIN 
WILLING TO DISCUSS BORDER MATTERS WITH THE CHINESE. 

WHEN I ASKED ABOUT THE MUTUAL ASSISTANCE PROVISION IN 
THE NEW SOVIET-GDR TREATY, WHICH COULD INVOLVE GDR 
FORCES IN ANY SOVIET/PRC CONFLICT, GROMYKO MADE NO 
EFFORT TO SUGGEST THAT THIS WOULD NOT BE THE CASE. 

6. CONCERNING SUCCESSION, GROMYKO EXPRESSED THE VIEW 
THAT THERE WOULD BE A THREE TO FOUR YEAR PERIOD OF 
TRANSITION UNDER THE NOMINAL LEADERSHIP OF VICE PREMIER 
TENG HSIAO-PING, "THE LITTLE MAN WITH THE BABY FACE". 

I SAID IT WAS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND THE POWER 
STRUCTURE IN THE PRC, AND ASKED WHETHER THE SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT HAD A CLEAR PERCEPTION OF THIS STRUCTURE. 
GROMYKO REPLIED, I THOUGHT HONESTLY, THAT THE SOVIETS 
FOUND THE CHINESE VERY DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND. 

7. WHILE SOVIET SUSPICIONS OF CHINA ARE WELL KNOWN, THIS 
PARTICULAR FORMULATION SEEMS TO BE WORTH PASSING ALONG. 
COOPER 
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